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authority is better placed to safeguard the interests of
authors, inventors and discoverers, and therefore these sub-
jects are placed in its hands.
No less important is the composition of population
vis-a-vis the society of the whole federation. To legislate for
naturalisation and also to take care of aliens is one of the
most important duties of a government. Therefore these
subjects are generally assigned to be exercised by the
federal government, which establishes uniformity within
the whole of its territory. In the United States of America
Abraham Lincoln had to declare war against the Southern
States to emancipate the slave population.* Therefore it is
very necessary that this question be transferred to the
jurisdiction of the federal government. Before the esta-
blishment of the South African Union the various colonies
dealt with the native and foreign populations in the
manner they liked with the result that there were serious
differences in the policies pursued by the various colonial
governments in the treatment of the non-white population.
This created a very unhappy situation, particular}' in the
treatment of the Asiatics. But since the colonies united the
basic principle of the policy regarding the native or non-
white population is determined by the Governor-General in
Council. Religion, too, comes within the region of federal
jurisdiction and in this connection the War of the Sonder-
bund is a great eye-opener to all those who might be
interested in the making or studying of federal constitu-
tions. It is the federal government alone which is most
competent to establish religious toleration or equality and
thus help the growth of peaceful community. But all
countries do not have the same complications of the com-
position of society and populations and this is why there
can be no general principles to determine the way in which
this question can be solved.
* But this is a special case of the people in power denying equal
rights to those of their fellow men who were weak,